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MEETING DATE: May 19, 2020 
LOCATION OF MEETING: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
SUBJECT OF MEETING: Special Education Advisory Committee 
TIME OF MEETING: 1:30 PM  - 3:38 PM 
NEXT MEETING: 1:30 PM Friday, June 19, 2020   

 
 
 ATTENDANCE PERSON  TITLE 

1.   Norine Schram Member at Large, Chair  
2.   Diane VanderZande Member at Large, Vice Chair 
3.   Dianne Griffiths Member at Large 
4.   Tom Fawcett Member at Large 
5.   Leslie Legros Member at Large 
6.   Angela Holmstrom KACL Representative 
7.    Joel Willett FIREFLY Representative 
8.   Anne Sweeney Trustee Representative 
9.   Derek Haime Director of Education 
10.   Andrea Batters Special Education Coordinator 
11.   Alison Smith Superintendent of Business Services 
12.   Cathy McQuillan Recording Secretary 

 
 

1. Opening Prayer:  Andrea Batters opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

2. Roll Call:  Dianne Griffiths unable to join meeting. 
 

3. Approval of April 17, 2020 meeting minutes  
 

• Moved by Leslie Legros 

• Seconded by Tom Fawcett 
 

4. Correspondence: 

• Letter: Avon Maitland District School Board 
o This letter was regarding the After-School Skills Development Program for students 

with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  The board is asking for the consideration that 
funding would be made available to offer the program over March Break and/or 
during the summer. This letter is also requesting that a portion of the funding could 
be used to provide transportation. 
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Derek Haime responded that Sarah Pyzer our Positive Behavioural Interventions and 
Support Lead, has not been able to find a community partner to assist with running 
this program in our area. We will continue to seek a partner because there is funding 
available, but it is primarily a staffing issue.  
 
Joel Willet commented that she hears from families there are very few options for 
their children over the summer or school breaks.  She has just begun her new 
portfolio with FIREFLY in Autism Programming. She will reach out the Sarah Pyzer to 
see if there is something they could work on together. 
 
It was decided our SEAC would wait to send a letter to the Ministry until Sarah and 
Joel have a chance to discuss working together on this program.  We will discuss at 
the next SEAC meeting in June.    
 

• Letter: Hasting and Prince Edward District School Board  
o Original letter from Durham District School Board was withdrawn so no action will be 

taken with this. 
  

5. New Business : 

• SEAC Special Education Plan Draft Changes 2020-2021  
o Changes Approved  

▪ Moved by Tom Fawcett 
▪ Seconded by Diane VanderZande 

 

• Ministry Advisory Council on Special Education (MACSE) – Collaborating with the Community 
June 2020  -  Attached 

o Derek and Andrea had a broad discussion regarding completing this form. Derek also 
reached out to our co-terminus board. These are some highlights that will be 
included on our submission. 

▪ Successful Practices:  System-wide adoption of accessibility software, Tier 3 
Literacy Intervention and Empower Reading, strong partnerships with school 
based rehabilitation service agency (FIREFLY), ongoing communication with 
Learning Resource Teachers, Special Education Teachers, Classroom Teachers 
to support alternative Individual Education Plans (IEP) learning goals.  

▪ Challenges/Issues:  Ensuring we have a wide range of approaches to 
strengthen classroom teachers, school teams and system supports for 
classroom Tier 1 Literacy and Numeracy interventions. Adopting school and 
system approached to respond to growing need for providing a range of 
program Tier 2 oral language development e.g. HANEN. Balancing a fully 
inclusive classroom model.  

▪ Possible Solutions / Future Directions: Increasing professional development 
opportunities, especially around universal design for learning and 
differentiated instruction.  Expanded use of screeners to try to identify as 
early as possible any needs and to apply interventions.  
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6. Professional Development: We were not able to watch this video on Teams but will watch individually 

after the meeting. A recap is attached. 
PAAC SEAC Training Video  

Module 3: Meeting Process. 

 

7. School Updates: Andrea Batters – Attached 
 
Joel Willett asked if KCDSB has looked at using other platforms such as Seesaw to support families 
with issues regarding internet access.  She reported that FIREFLY has found it to be a good fit for 
families that don’t have good data streaming of internet connections.  They are finding it works well 
for special needs children who have a difficulty engaging in a moment,  e.g. during a Zoom session.  
 
Derek Haime responded that they had used Seesaw at St. John School, but the board tries to stay 
with the platforms that we have subscriptions for.  But if there are individual families that are 
struggling, we do look for individual solutions that will work for them.   
 

 Andrea Batters also mentioned, that school teams have also used Loom, free online software  
   (https://support.loom.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002158057-What-is-Loom-). LRTs have used Loom 

video to record voice, screen, and/or video recording to demonstrate a skill or tool for other 
educators or to share with a student as part of a lesson. After meeting note: KCDSB does not own this 
software, so educators use their professional judgement about how to best use this video-recording 
tool.  
 

       
      Board and Provincial Update – Derek Haime – Attached: KCDSB Covid-19 Update  
 

The province announced today that school will be closed for the remainder of the school year.  
Learning will continue until the end of the school year. A report card will be going home.  Our 
teachers and principals are adapting their teaching methods.  They are listening to our students and 
parents to see what works for them, e.g. the Rocket Hub at St. Louis.  The Ministry will be giving an 
update before the end of June of what the return to school in September will look like. 

                      
8. Business arising from last meeting: Special Education Budget – Alison Smith 

 

9. Agency Reports 
- FIREFLY – Joel Willett - Attached 
- KACL – Angela Holmstrom - Attached 
- Other Reports from Members-at-Large 

• Tom Fawcett - Nil 

• Dianne Griffiths – Absent 

• Leslie Legros – Nil  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=qPkBp0-edKo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=qPkBp0-edKo&feature=emb_logo
https://support.loom.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002158057-What-is-Loom-
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▪ Diane VanderZande – Diane had attended a virtual accessibility meeting in April. With the   
currant situation with Covid-19 they are unable to complete any more school audits.  They 
have added a column to the Audit Report called (Who is Responsible), regarding items that 
need special funding or approval by our board to carry out. They will try to resume their 
meeting schedule in the fall.   

• Norine Schram – Nil  
 
 

10. Trustee Report – Anne Sweeney 
Anne reported on the April 21 Board Meeting. -  Attached 

 

11. Coordinator Report – Andrea Batters - Attached 
 

12. Next Meeting: Friday, June 19, 2020, 1:30 PM, Location to be determined 
 











Kenora Catholic District School Board Special Education Plan  - DRAFT Changes for SEAC Review - 2020-2021  

SECTION/Page  TOPIC REVISIONS 
Early Identification Procedures 
and Intervention Strategies 
Page 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 16 
 
Page 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P. 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description 
 
Purpose  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basic Premises for Early 
Identification  
 
 
 
 
 
Add the subheading 
“Guiding Principles and 
Philosophy” 
 
 
 
 

Remove outdated reference to the Full Day Early Learning Kindergarten 
Program Draft Document 2010 
Replace with reference to The Kindergarten Program 2016 document and 
hyperlink throughout section  
 
Minor grammatical corrections relating to PPM11 “Early Identification of 
Children’s Learning Needs.” Remove old 2010 Kindergarten document 
reference.  
 
Replace entire Program Policy reference with acronym “PPM11” 
 
Add the phrase “of the Standard” to the section subheading. Remove old 
reference to identifying “children with high risk of school failure”.  
Replace with statement “To provide details of the board’s early identification 
procedures and intervention strategies to the ministry and the public” and 
include hyperlink to Special Education in Ontario, 2017 Policy and Resource 
Guide and page reference.  
 
Add the following to the numbered points  

1. Include the word ‘communication’ as one of the four domains of 
human development  

2. Replace “we” with “educators” to repair tense shift in reference to 
understanding student strengths and needs 

3. include “cultures” in reference to student diversity  
 
Add the subheading “Guiding Principles and Philosophy” above the phrase 
referring to “key beliefs” 
Insert the phrase “are capable and” can succeed 
Replace “Classroom Teachers” with Educators; remove “educators” and replace 
with “facilitators” 
Include a hyperlink to the McCain & Mustard The Early Years Study and correct 
the page reference to be 158-9. 

https://www.kcdsb.on.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12116929/File/Programs/Special%20Education/Special%20Education%20Manual%20July%202019.pdf


Early Identification Procedures 
and Intervention Strategies 
P. 18-19 
 
 
P 19  
 
 
P 19 
 
 
 
 
P 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Add subheading “Process 
For Early and Ongoing 
Identification” 
 
 
“Process For Early and 
Ongoing Identification” 
 
Roles and Responsibilities  
 
 
 
 
The Receiving School 
Principal and/or the Special 
Education Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Ongoing Identification 
Specific Objectives  
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the study above, create a new section subheading “Process For Early and 
Ongoing Identification” 
 -Include document reference “How does Learning Happen For Your Child?” as 
part of the transition planning with preschool sending agencies 
 
Remove “involved in child care” and replace with “connected with an agency 
prior to school enrollment  
 
Move the transition document reference to be included in the Subheading 
Roles and Responsibilities  
Keep phrasing consistent “will be encouraged to” throughout 
Minor grammatical corrections throughout  
 
Include option for the sending agency to host initial meeting adding to the third 
bullet “Offer to host, or make arrangements for the key school team members 
to attend, if taking place at the sending agency, the initial meeting of the 
Transition Planning Team. 
Minor grammatical corrections  
Add two additional points to this section including 
“The receiving school principal will include the student on the In-School Team 
meeting agenda for a meeting in September.” 
“The IST will connect back to the family and sending agency, as needed, to 
follow up on transition goals and collect additional feedback that will assist with 
individualized program goals.” 
 
Remove old reference to “failure lowering [a child’s] academic and adjustment 
potential.”  
Revise the first sentence to emphasize strengths and timely, appropriate 
supports. 
Remove the phrase “high-risk” and include the phrase “explore the need” when 
referring to possible further assessment. 
  
 
 



P 21  
 
 
P. 22 
 
 
P. 23 
 
 
 
 
Page 24 

Early and Ongoing 
Identification Principles  
 
Policies and Procedures 
 
 
Kenora Catholic District 
School Board Registration 
Procedures 
 
 
Kindergarten Program: 
Vision, Purpose, Goals  
Effective Assessment, 
Evaluation and Reporting in 
Kindergarten 

Add the phrase “and Beliefs” to the section subheading to align with Ministry 
wording in the Standard for Board’s Special Education Plans.  
 
Write out the entire process name “Identification, Placement and Review 
Committee” (IPRC) 
 
Add the phrase at the end of the section subtitle Kenora Catholic District School 
Board Registration Procedures “Relating to Early and Ongoing Identification and 
Intervention” 
 
 
Remove this entire section as the Kindergarten Program is not part of the 
Requirements of the Standard for Board Special Education Plans. Specific 
references to the screeners, transition documents, and the transition to school 
process associated with Kindergarten registration are detailed throughout this 
Early Identification Procedures and Intervention Strategy section as outlined 
above. 

P. 46 Special Education 
Equipment  

Update the Ministry link for updated SEA Guidelines, once available, for the 
2020-21 school year  
 

P 56 SEAC Member List Update list to include Angela Holmstrom, representative from the Kenora 
Association for Community Living  and  Leslie Legros – Member at Large 

P 59 Special Education Statistical 
Summary of IPRC Process 

Update summary based on each school’s IPRC process for the 2019-2020 school 
year, when finalized 

P. 60 Appendix B Special 
Education Staff 2019-2020 
School Year 

Update staff list for elementary and secondary panel 

P. 63 Appendix 10 Report to the 
Minister 

Checklist 

 



MINISTER’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION (MACSE) 
 

COMMUNICATION: COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNITY 
June 2020 

 
The purpose of this form is to obtain targeted feedback to support discussion at the next MACSE meeting.  Please 
use this form to gather input on issues related to special education programs and services. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
 Please submit the completed form electronically to your MACSE representative by May 22, 2020. 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY:  _____ EXCEPTIONALITY/SECTOR: ___ 
                                  (Name of Organization) 
  
 
SUCCESSFUL 
PRACTICES 

 
 
 
 
 

CHALLENGES 
/ISSUES 

 
 
 
 
 

POSSIBLE 
SOLUTIONS / 
FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER 
COMMENTS 
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Section 3: SEAC Roles and Responsibilities
paac-seac.ca/home/paac-on-seac-effective-practices-handbook-for-seac-members/section-3-seac-roles-and-

responsibilities/

Sections 10, 11 and 12 of Regulation 464/97 outline the main responsibilities of SEAC.  Under the
regulation SEAC:

“may make recommendations to the board in respect of any matter affecting the establishment,
development and delivery of special education programs and services for exceptional pupils of
the board” (Section 11 (1))”

and the board shall ensure that:

“its special education advisory committee is provided with the opportunity to participate in the
board’s annual review, under Regulation 306 of the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990, of its
special education plan.” (Section 12 (1))”

“its special education advisory committee is provided with the opportunity to participate in the
board’s annual budget process under section 231 of the Act, as that process relates to special
education.” (Section 12 (2))”

“its special education advisory committee is provided with the opportunity to review the
financial statements of the board, prepared under section 252 of the Act, as those statements
relate to special education.” (Section 12 (3))”

In addition, SEAC has the right to be heard, as the Regulation says:

http://www.paac-seac.ca/home/paac-on-seac-effective-practices-handbook-for-seac-members/section-3-seac-roles-and-responsibilities/
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“Before making a decision on a recommendation of the committee, the board shall provide an
opportunity for the committee to be heard before the board and before any other committee of
the board to which the recommendation is referred.” (section 11(2))”

In plain language this means that SEAC should be given the opportunity to provide advice about:

Special Education Programs and Services;
Special Education Plan or Report;
Special Education Budget and Financial Statements; and
Any matter affecting special education.

SEAC has the right to make presentations to the Board in support of any recommendations they
make to it.  SEAC should also have opportunities to comment on policies or programs that will impact
students with special education needs, and make presentations to any related committees.

Effective Practices to ensure that SEAC has the opportunity to be heard
by the Trustees include:

Providing copies of the SEAC monthly meeting Minutes to all Trustees.
Providing Trustees with a short written report highlighting the key events of each SEAC
meeting at the next meeting of Trustees.
Allowing the chair of SEAC, or a Trustee member or a SEAC representative, to provide a short
verbal report on each SEAC meeting during Trustee meetings.
Requesting the opportunity for a delegation from SEAC to make a presentation to the Trustees
on important topics, such as:

1. Special Education budget
2. Special Education Report
3. Special Education Program reviews
4. Policies that may affect special education

Inviting the Trustees to attend SEAC meetings when discussion of the special education
budget or Special Education Report is being considered.
Creating a SEAC Annual Report that highlights activities and recommendations from the past
year.
Increasing the public awareness of SEAC through a SEAC brochure, presentations and
website materials.



Special Education Advisory Committee - Kenora Catholic School Updates  
May 19, 2020 
 

The St. Thomas Aquinas High School Learning Resource Teacher Team—Sommer Kennedy, 
Danielle Grosset, and Kara Orr--provided the following update on how they are helping to 
support students and staff:  

• We have been maintaining regular communication with teachers, parents, and students to 
assist with student engagement and IEP goals. 

• We continue to partake in bi-weekly IST meetings to discuss next steps for student 
support. 

• We have held meetings for students from our feeder schools who will be transitioning to 
STAHS in the fall, and we are in the process of ensuring that our future students will be 
appropriately supported based on need. 

• We have prepared and mailed IPRC waivers, and we are working on updating renewal 
information for our students who are supported by Jordan’s Principle. 

• We are holding regular Google Meet sessions with EAs and students in the Learning 
Resource Google Classroom. 

• We have compiled and provided Learn-At-Home packages for students who are unable to 
partake in online learning. 

• The Learning Resource Google Classroom continues to provide authentic learning 
opportunities for students on alternative programs. Customized learning experiences are 
also provided to meet individual needs. 

 
The Pope John Paul II school LRTs—Stacey Goodridge-Kozak and Anissa Fraser-- 
reported that they are continuing to support as outlined below: 
• continuing communication with teachers by phone and e-mail 
• checking in with teachers to see if they are continuing with current IEP goals or if they 

would like to change them 
• supporting teachers with planning and programming 
• setting up Raz Kids accounts  
• creating Google Classrooms to provide programming for students with modified IEPs, 

with programming specific to their goals and needs 
• printing hard-copies of the assignments in Google Classroom for students with modified 

IEPs, to provide a Blended Learning option, in addition to the online option 
• using Google Meet to conference with teachers (who is participating in Learning From 

Home, sharing information on connecting with families so that parents aren't receiving 
multiple calls from multiple teachers) 

• participating in online staff meetings to stay updated and share best practices 
• updating Ontario Student Information System information, as needed 
• staying in contact with SLP/OT and TinyEYE service providers to support students and 

families 
• preparing and mailing out Identification Placement Review Committee documents 
• preparing Jordan’s Principle renewal letters for next school year 
• calling parents to inform them of IPRC and JP paperwork in the mail 
 
 



 
Shawna Lamme, LRT at St. John School has shared-- 
We are continuing on with everything from the last month. Now that the online classrooms 
are up and running and everyone has adjusted to learning from home, we have more 
Educational Assistants supporting students with their daily work via phone call check-ins. 
We have also provided a more hands-on/play-based programming model for our higher needs 
students. Regular communication between our families who have children with higher-needs 
and school staff ensure that everyone is being supported, including parents.  
 
Leanne Chisholm, LRT at St. Louis School describes— 
As we approach our IPRC review dates, we have reached out to all our families to offer 
alternative ways of meeting, either online or through telephone conferencing, to discuss the 
options and progress of their children. We are continuing to provide EA support for students 
who are in need of additional academic support. Our EAs are enthusiastically and 
successfully supporting students using the Google platform, Meet. Many students continue to 
receive Special Assignment Literacy (SAL) EA support for reading using this virtual 
platform. We have been able to reach out with some support for a family in need of internet 
boosting, with the Rocket Hub, which has allowed us to provide EA support and continue 
with the Empower Reading intervention program. Most of the Empower students are 
continuing with this intervention virtually, with individual sessions with the LRT. It is 
exciting for our special education team to connect with our students during this time when 
we are not able to learn together at school, and we are embracing the opportunity to support 
our students in new and creative ways.  
 
Tracy Knopf , LRT and the In-School Team at St. Marguerite Bourgeoys School shared 
At SMB in the past four weeks, we have been providing families from kindergarten to grade 
4, ‘at-home learning packages’. Math workbooks along with literacy packages have been 
made available for pick-up or delivery.  There has been an overwhelming response to these 
packages. Families have reached out indicating that they wanted these as an option.  Our 
Education Assistants have been busy recording levelled literacy books in both English and 
French. Teachers will be adding these [audio files] to their Google Classrooms. What we are 
learning is that we need to have a variety of options available in order to best support our 
families and students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

COVID‐19 Update #12 – May 19, 2020 
 

          NOTICE TO FAMILIES, STAFF AND SYSTEM PARTNERS 
Province Extends School Closures to end of School Year 
 

May 19, 2020 
 
Dear Families, Staff and System Partners, 
 
Today, the Ontario government announced that it is protecting students’ health and safety during the 
COVID‐19 pandemic by keeping schools closed for the rest of the school year. The extension of school 
closures was made on the advice of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, health experts on the COVID‐19 
Command Table, and medical experts at The Hospital for Sick Children. Please click here to read the Media 
Release from the Premier’s Office.  
 
Continuation of Learning at Home 
Although schools will remain closed until September, distance learning will continue at Kenora Catholic 
until the end of the school year. Students will continue to learn at home under the guidance of their 
educators. The Ministry will soon release information about an optional summer learning plan for students 
to continue learning through the summer months for credit recovery and reach ahead credit courses. 
Information will be shared once it becomes available.  
 
Parenting During a Pandemic Session 
We understand that parenting at the best of times can be tough, let alone during a pandemic! Our Mental 
Health Team will be hosting an interactive session for parents on Wednesday, June 3, at 7:00 PM to help 
support families during this incredibly challenging time. An email with instructions will be sent to you.   
 
Access to Schools and Retrieval of Personal Items 
We are working with the Northwestern Health Unit to develop a protocol for retrieving personal items 
from schools. We anticipate being able to offer a safe opportunity for students and/or parents to access 
schools to retrieve personal items. Your school principal will contact you once our controlled access plan is 
ready to be implemented.  
 
Year‐End Events and Graduation Celebrations 
We understand that it is incredibly important to celebrate the achievements of the 2019 – 2020 School 
Year. Each of our Principals and their school teams have established a plan to recognize and celebrate the 
amazing achievements and work of their graduating students. Your school principal will be communicating 
with you about these plans in the near future if they haven’t already.  
 
Microsoft Teams Live Event with Director Haime 
Director Haime and his team will be hosting a Microsoft Teams Live event with students, families and staff 
in the next few weeks to stay connected and answer questions. As part of the next session, the team will 
also be hosting a live ThoughtExchange session to discover important insights and hear what’s on people’s 
minds during this time. An email with instructions will be sent to families once the session is established. 
 
 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/05/ontario-extends-emergency-orders-to-keep-people-safe.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p


 
 

 
 

Safe Return to School for the 2020 – 2021 School Year 
The government has advised that it will share plans for the reopening of schools and in‐class learning for 
September, before the end of June. The safety and well‐being of our staff and students are vitally 
important to us, and we will be working with the Northwestern Health Unit and the Ministry of Education 
to ensure that parents and students feel comfortable and confident in returning to school in the fall. We 
are committed to communicating with you throughout this process as more information becomes 
available.  
 
Thank You for Your Support and Commitment to Catholic Education 
Thank you for your continued support, resilience, and commitment to Catholic education during this time. 
I know that all of us had hoped that it would be safe to return to school in June, and you may be feeling 
disappointed. We are grateful for the expert advice from our public health partners and will continue to 
follow this advice to keep everyone safe.  
 
We trust that God will continue to help us persevere through this most difficult time, and I pray for you as 
we experience this pandemic together.  
 
Yours in Catholic education, 
 

 
Dr. Derek Haime, Director of Education  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cancellation of Professional Activity Days 
In addition to the extension of school closures, the Ministry also announced that all remaining Professional 
Activity (PA) Days and examination days will be replaced with instructional days for the remainder of the 
2019 – 2020 school year.  
 
Check‐Ins  
We know that life at home during this pandemic continues to be challenging for many families. Our 
educators have been reaching out to students and families in a variety of ways to make sure they are okay, 
and to ensure that they have what they need to learn from home. If you need additional resources or 



 
 

 
 

support in terms of equipment or supplies, or other services please convey your needs to your educator or 
please contact your school principal. They will be happy to have a confidential conversation with you to 
help ensure that your child’s learning needs are met during this challenging time of extended school 
closures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completion of the School Year  
The Government of Ontario has made it very clear that no student will have their graduation compromised 
by COVID‐19.  
 
In a public announcement, Minister Lecce stated, “regardless of what transpires over the coming weeks, 
Ontario’s students will be able to complete their school year with confidence. For students in their final 
year, we are removing all impediments to ensure students graduate and pursue post‐secondary education.”  
 
At the end of March, the Ministry of Education unveiled the second phase of Learn at Home to ensure the 
continuity of learning for students. At Kenora Catholic, our educators are continuing to connect with their 
students, to keep learning moving forward in a variety of different ways, from Google Classrooms, 
Brightspace, emails, telephone calls and, in some cases, printed learning materials.   
 
Expanded Summer Learning  
The Minster of Education indicated that at this time there is no need to extend the school year into the 
summer. The Ministry’s media release refers to the introduction of an expanded summer learning 
program that will focus on credit recovery, supports for vulnerable students, and course upgrading. At this 
time, we do not have any additional information, but we will share updates as new information becomes 
available.  
 
Financial Support for Families 
The Ministry of Education is providing financial support for parents to assist with the costs of educational 
resources as a result of Ontario’s declared emergency. Click on this link to learn more about Support for 
Families.  

 
How to Contact us During this Time 
Please contact our schools or the Catholic Education Centre in the following ways: 

 St. Louis School – stl@kcdsb.on.ca 

 Pope John Paul II School – pjp@kdsb.onca 

 St. Thomas Aquinas High School – sta@kcdsb.on.ca 

 St. John School – sjs@kcdsb.on.ca 

 Ecole Ste‐Marguerite Bourgeoys – smb@kcdsb.on.ca 

 Catholic Education Centre – info@kcdsb.on.ca 

You can also reach us by telephone at (807) 468‐9851. 
 
Please note that a teacher’s name may not show up on your telephone. If you’ve missed a call from an 
Unknown Number be sure to check your voicemail as it may be your child’s teacher calling.  
 



 
 

 
 

The news of the extension of school closures will be challenging for many people as we continue social 
distancing in the coming weeks. Your efforts and support are critically important and applauded as we all work 
together to help reduce the spread of COVID‐19. Please continue to do all that you can and follow the advice 
and recommendations of our public health officials and stay well as you take care of your family.   
 
The health and well‐being of our students, staff and families are of the utmost priority, while we support 
student learning at home in a variety of ways. Please know that you are always in my thoughts and prayers.  
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

 
 

Derek Haime, Director of Education 





The Special Education Grant is made up of six allocations:
1. Special Education Per Pupil Amount (SEPPA)
2. Differentiated Special Education Needs Amount
3. Special Education Equipment Amount (SEA)
4. Special Incident Portion (SIP)
5. Care, Treatment, Custody and Correctional Amount (CTCC)
6. Behaviour Expertise Amount



Teachers
SMB 1.00 118,406.57    
STL 1.00 117,275.42    
PJPII 2.00 217,438.60    
STA 4.00 427,157.23    Includes 1.0 CTCC
STJ 1.20 139,557.87    

9.2 1,019,835.69         

Special Education E.A.s
SMB 3.50 209,023.00    
STL 3.00 178,232.94    
PJPII 10.50 562,768.53    
STA 12.00 616,007.70    Includes 2.0 CTCC
STJ 8.50 488,451.34    

37.5 2,054,483.51         

Central Positions
Coordinator & Secretary Support 1.25 139,461.22    
Behavioral Expertise & Student Success Advisors 5.00 449,323.20    
Speech Language 0.50 59,987.54      

6.75 648,771.96            

Spec Ed Budget 64,780.00              

3,787,871.16         

Kenora Catholic District School Board
Special Education Costs

2019-2020



Funding
Special Education Per Pupil Amount (SEPPA) 1,003,357.00 
Special Equipment Amount (SEA) 112,805.00    
Differentiated Special Education Needs Amount 2,201,936.00 
CTCC 248,949.00    
Behavioral Expertise 189,282.00    

3,756,329.00         

Spec Ed Deficit (31,542.16)             



Thank you!



FIREFLY update May 19, 2020 

 

Virtual services during COVID-19 physical distancing: FIREFLY continues to provide services virtually 
throughout the region.As some families have chose to not participate in services virtually as not a fit at 
this time, OT/PT/SLP have been offering brief services to families on the waitlists for services.  This 
entails a virtual interview/standardized or non-standardized assessment and intervention strategies for 
implementation while they wait for further services or have their needs met in this format.  

In person services: Beginning to establish protocols and procedures for return to face to face services for 
highest need clients requiring clinician handling or equipment modification.  This will be released to the 
public and partner agencies as we know more.   

ABA referrals: Currently in our region, there is no option for families to access enhanced services (to use 
their OAP dollars for eligible services as outlined on the OAP site, including Applied Behavior Analysis 
(ABA).  FIREFLY is now accepting referrals for ABA for clients who have a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD), registration with OAP and client exhibiting behaviors that are interfering with functional 
outcomes.  

FIREFLY continues to provide childcare to essential service workers.  Applications are available through 
KDSB. 

 

 

 

 

 



Kenora Association for Community Living –SEAC  Update May 19, 2020– Angela Holmstrom  

 

• KACL is operating emergency child care, there is currently 2 rooms open at the Lakeside location 
as well as 2 rooms open at the PJP location. There are mixed age groups with 5 children 
per group with ages ranging from 7 months to 9 years.  KACL would like to open further rooms 
should there be further need and the necessary arrangements are able to be made. There is no 
cost for parents who are emergency service workers as currently defined by the Ontario 
government. Applications can be made through KDSB.  The childcare program is also hosting a 
zoom classroom twice a week for families who are normally a part of the program, it takes place 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Families will receive an email about what activities are taking place 
and are free to join and connect with ECE’s and other families.   

 

• Children’s programs are also continuing to provide a weekly parents group on Tuesdays at 3pm 
to allow families to connect to share strategies and support.  

 



 

Kenora Catholic Hosts First 
Virtual Board Meeting via 
Microsoft Teams 
 
The Trustees received the 
following presentations and 
reports: 
 

• Kenora Youth Wellness 
Hub Educational 
Partnership (05:48) 

• Student Journalism 
Program at St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School 
(34:19) 

• Student Trustees Report 
on Learning at Home 
through COVID-19 
Pandemic (1:16) 

• Retirement announcement 
for Gerard Dufresne and 
Marie Lundin (1:04) 

• Ratification of the Central 
Terms of the Ontario 
Catholic Council of 
Education Workers 
Agreement (1:11) 

• COVID-19 Update with 
Director Haime (1:16) 
 

Tap the link to watch the 
Microsoft Stream of the April 21, 
2020, Regular Board Meeting 
 

 

Kenora Youth Wellness Hub 
Welcomes an Educator to the 
Team 
 
Media Release - Youth in 
Kenora now have another person 
supporting them at the Kenora 
Youth Wellness Hub, thanks to a 
partnership with the Kenora 
Catholic District School Board. 
 
Certified Teacher, Jeff Richards, 
from St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School, is joining the Kenora 
Youth Wellness Hub as an 
Education Advisor. Richards will 
provide educational support 

https://youtu.be/BN9K-VAw44E


services to at-risk youth aged 12-
25, with the primary goal of 
helping students remain in school 
or return to their school. Tap the 
link to read the full Media 
Release. 
 

 

Journalism Program at St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School 
Benefits Students   
 
Grace Dunford, Community 
Relations Lead and Cheryl Hicks, 
Teacher at STAHS reported on 
the successes of the Student 
Journalism program and how the 
program is helping prepare 
students for life after high 
school.  Tap the link to watch 
their presentation at 34:19.  

 

Student Trustees Report on 
Learning at Home through 
COVID-19 
 
Student Trustees, Clareynze 
Ceria and Julia Tkachuk provided 
a candid, insightful and 
heartwarming report on what 
their educational experience has 
been during COVID-19. Tap the 
link to watch the Board Meeting 
presentation at 1:16, to hear their 
full report.  

https://www.kcdsb.on.ca/news/central_news/kenora_youth_wellness_hub_welcomes_educator
https://www.kcdsb.on.ca/news/central_news/kenora_youth_wellness_hub_welcomes_educator
https://youtu.be/BN9K-VAw44E
https://youtu.be/BN9K-VAw44E
https://youtu.be/BN9K-VAw44E


Last 
evening 
the Board 
of 
Trustees 
hosted 
their first 
virtual 
Board 
Meeting 
via 
Microsoft 
Teams 
during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting was a success with many excellent reports and 
presentations.  Here is a report of the April 21, 2020, Regular Board Meeting: 
 
 
 

 

Kenora Catholic Fundraises 
for Toonies for Tuition 
Charitable Foundation 
 
Media Release - The Kenora 
Catholic District School Board is 
giving the gift of Catholic 
education through a $4,739.37 
donation to the Canadian 
Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association’s charitable 
foundation - “Toonies for Tuition.” 
The school board has been 
fundraising and collecting 
donations throughout the 2019 – 
2020 school year. Tap the link to 
read the full story. 

https://www.kcdsb.on.ca/news/central_news/kenora_catholic_donation_to_toonies_for_tuition


 

 

Kenora Catholic District School Board 
We are a Roman Catholic school system dedicated to 

excellence in education, the Christian formation of youth, 
and meaningful partnerships with family, community and 

the Church. 
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Numerous Kenora Catholic staff members took part in FIREFLY’s First Annual Virtual Conference 
on May 7 and 8. The sessions were open to everyone and they took place on the Zoom meeting 
platform. FIREFLY’s knowledgeable team of professionals lead engaging, informative, and 
interactive sessions. Topics broadly included: 
• an overview of services offered at FIREFLY,  
• strategies for promoting communication (including Augmentative and/or Assistive 

Communication and social language), 
• early child development,  
• child/youth mental health,  
• self-regulation & sensory processing,  
• healthy technology use, and  
• supporting children and youth with a diagnosis of ADHD/DCD, ASD, and FASD.  
 Many thanks to Joel Willett, Jocelyn Kennedy, and the entire FIREFLY team for their brilliant 
virtual learning sessions and valuable print resources that are available on their website.  
 
On Thursday, May 15, Susannah Peace, an Empower Trainer and Teacher Mentor with the 
SickKids literacy program, gave KCDSB principals a brief, information session about the various 
Empower reading programs. She explained the extensive research behind the various programs 
and presented an overview of all the Empower Reading offerings. These interventions include the 
Gr. 2-5 and Gr. 6-8 Spelling and Decoding Program; the Gr. 2-5 and Gr. 6-8 Comprehension and 
Vocabulary Program; and the Gr. 9-12 combined Decoding & Spelling and Comprehension & 
Fluency Program. The board is looking into expanding its Empower Reading program beyond the 
Grade 2-5 Spelling and Decoding intervention. 
 
The shift of the KCDSB Student Information System (SIS) from Maplewood to Follet Aspen took 
place in the board after March break. Learning Resource Teachers are now using this new Aspen 
SIS as a secure, consistent place to record student In-School Team information. As the SIS 
transition continues, additional Special Education documentation and workflows are being 
investigated and developed, such as linking the Individual Education Plan electronic platform to 
Aspen. 
 

http://www.fireflynw.ca/resources-and-links
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